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THE GOSPEL

A week later his disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here and see my hands. Reach out your hand
and putitin my side. Do not doubt but believe.”
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because
you have seen me? Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now || -
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of |
his disciples, which are not written in this book. ||
But these are written so that you may come to
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of

Next Sunday:

God, and that through believing you may have )
life in his name. 3rd Sunday of Resurrection
Jn20:26-31 2Tim 2:8-13/Lk 24:13-35

New & Divine Mercy Sunday

The second Sunday after Easter is the New Sunday, whereby we
celebrate God’s Divine Mercy according to Jesus’ appearance to
St Faustina in 1931. Pope John Paul Il announced it to be a formal
Feast daK in the Church on 5 May 2000. This Sunday’s goslpel,
where Christ appears to the disciples and to Thomas, is truly a
celebration of Divine Mercy, not only because Jesus aﬁfeare to
Thomas to expel his doubts or because He did not hold Thomas to account be-
cause of his lack of faith, but because Jesus sincerely shows His mercy to all.
How? Mercy is not only forgetting what hapﬁened or overlooking something
that took place and is forgotten and not punished. In Hebrew as well as in Ara-
bic, mercy comes from the word "womb" (the mother's womb), where the foe-
tus is formed. So mercy is a new creation that allows a person to live in a new
way and with a new spirit. When Jesus appeared to His disci;l)les He breathed
onto them and said: “Take the Holy Spirit. If you forgive %e(()ip e their sins they
will be forgiven.” This is the same breath that God breathed when he created
Man. Here, Jesus breathed His Spirit onto His disciples, creating them anew and
making them children of God and partners in the nature of the divine, in the res-
urrection and in the inheritance. He makes from them a Church that has the
authority to forgive the sins of every person that acknowledges their sins

THE EPISTLE

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we

try to persuade others; but we ourselves

|| are well known to God, and | hope that we

|| are also well known to your consciences.
|| We are not commending ourselves to you
|| again, but giving you an opportunity to

boast about us, so that you may be able to

_;,j';:., answer those who boast in outward ap-
|| pearance and not in the heart. For if we

are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we
are in our right mind, it is for you. For the
love of Christ urges us on, because we are
convinced that one has died for all; there-
fore all have died. And he died for all, so
that those who live might live no longer for
themselves, but for him who died and was
raised for them. From now on, therefore,
we regard no one from a human point of
view; even though we once knew Christ
from a human point of view, we know him
no longer in that way. So if anyone is in
Christ, there is a new creation: everything
old has passed away; see, everything has
become new! All this is from God, who rec-
onciled us to himself through Christ, and
has given us the ministry of reconciliation;
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the
world to himself, not counting their tres-
passes against them, and entrusting the
message of reconciliation to us. So we are
ambassadors for Christ, since God is mak-
ing his appeal through us; we entreat you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
For our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might be-
come the righteousness of God.

2Cor5:11-21

through the sacrament of reconciliation at the hands of the priest and they ac-
cept this mercy which makes them a new Christian. After that, Jesus says to
Thomas: “Put your finger here and see My hands. Reach out your hand and put
itin MK side. Do not doubt but believe.” This is the command that instilled faith
into Thomas. And Thomas responds to the awarding of this new creation by
saying: “My God and my Lord.”

This is the New Sunday in which Christ creates people anew and gives au-

“Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet
have believed.”

thority to the Church to forgive the sins of others and have mercy on them.
This is the New Sunday, the Feast of Divine Mercy that does not stop from
new creation.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2020
ARE POSTPONED TILL FURTHER NOTICE.

ADORATION ON
THURSDAYS

Cancelled until
further notice.

-

Let us pray for our sick:  Joe, Michael, Antonio, John, Eva, Ray, Rahil, Tony, Arthur, Rochelle, Simon, Hanna, Milad, Christopher, Antoinette & all the sick.
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Bishop’s Corner - Year of Maronite Outreach New Sunday
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This first Sunday after Resurrection is called
New Sunday in our Maronite Liturgical Calen-
dar, and it is the Sunday of the Divine Mercy, in
the tradition of the Universal Catholic Church.
This Sunday’s Gospel tells us about the
Apostles, who gathered in a small house for
fear of the Jews after the death of Jesus
Christ. They had locked every window and door, and they
were in a state of grieving. They must have been deeply
sad, angry, disappointed, confused and very afraid to say
the least. Instead of waiting eagerly to meet the Lord after
his resurrection from among the dead, they were fearful.
When the Lord appeared to the Apostles the first time after
his resurrection, Thomas was not with them. After that and
as soon as the other disciples saw Thomas they told him
that they had seem the Lord. However, Thomas was not
convinced and told them, "Unless I see the mark of the
nails in His hands, and put my finger in the mark of the
nails, and my hand in his side, [ will not believe". After
eight days, Jesus appeared to the disciples again, and this
time Thomas was present. He said to him, "Put your finger
here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in
my side. Do not doubt but believe". And St Thomas an-
swered with a cry proclaiming his faith and saying: "My
Lord and my God!"

In the Easter tradition of the Church, it is known that St
Thomas did not touch our Lord, nor did he ever consider
doing so after seeing Him, because he quickly realised that
it is Truly Him and he proclaimed his faith without any doubt
that Jesus is the Lord and the Messiah, the Son of God.
Today we find ourselves in the same situation as the Apos-
tles and St Thomas. We are locked up in our homes due to
the pandemic. Like the Apostles, many of us are feeling
deeply depressed, angry, disappointed, confused and
afraid to say the least. Many of us are even doubting the
relevance of the decisions that are being taken by the au-
thorities, by the Church and even some are doubting the
presence of God in this situation. What we are experienc-
ing is not easy at all. To doubt is normal. However, it is our
faith that needs to be activated today, like Thomas. At this
time in our lives, we need to allow our doubt to lead us to a
deeper understanding of greater faith. How? We need to
activate every prayer that we have ever prayed, we need
to activate the grace of every Mass that we have attended,
we need to recall every word that we have read or lis-
tened to through the Scriptures, and dig deep into our
hearts to find the presence of the Lord, whom we have re-
ceived through the Eucharist since our first Holy Commun-
ion. We need to activate today everything that we have
learnt about the Lord and understand it in the light of the
times, that we find ourselves in. The situation that we are in
is temporary, yet we have the choice to allow this situation
to either direct us to heaven or direct us elsewhere.

Let us allow our doubt to lead us to a deeper and greater
faith, in order to inherit the kingdom of heaven promised
to all those who believe in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

+ Antoine-Charbel Tarabay

St George - 23 April

George, a Christian officer in the Roman
army, consecrated his life to defend the
Church, (which is symbolized in icons of
him as the daughter of a king) against the
attacks of Satan (the dragon). According
to tradition, he was martyred in the third
century for his faith in Christ and was bur-
ied at Lydda in Palestine. A great church
was erected over his tomb and the dedi-
cation of this church is celebrated on No-
vember 3rd. The devotion to this saint
has spread throughout the East and the
West; the faithful of all rites and nations
count him as one of their own. The Ca-
thedrals of Beirut and Sarba are dedicat-
ed to him as are a great number of other
sanctuaries throughout Lebanon. He is
the patron saint of England, the army,
young people and scouts. May his pray-
ers be with us. Amen.
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD
Services of the week (On Social Media ONLY)

NO SERVICES in our church TILL FURTHER NOTICE
Voice of Charity - Daily Rosary: 9am Arabic / 7pm English

Below is the link for live streaming from St John the Beloved church:
https://www.facebook.com/KreimMediaAustralia
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Daily Mass @ 6pm: Eng / Arb
3rd Sunday of Resurrection:

Al i)

11am : Mass - Eng/Arb
6:30pm: Youth Mass - Eng
KEEP UPDATED ON For sick visits For Maronite . RsEMlNDER
Parish Email: at home or in Care senvices, _ FrSamiis away
. In his ab: I tact:
admin@straymondparish.org.au ;)‘z:aggzg i orany ques- For genel:al I:nzu?::;e'l?h:a:f?i:: ‘on 9643 0345

: ¥ - between 10am-2pm
®|_@saintraymonds | || Raymond’s g::lsé O%Tslgil;flst::tol:)sndimct- For Sick Visits: Subdeacon Sid: 0422 886 062
n I Saint Raymond’s Maronite Parish Sydney I pari 1sh & 4 p . Subdeacon Dory: 0430 511 847

office on ‘? 2 b6 lyat Maronite Care Office: For Funeral or Geneze:

o st.raymonds | || 9643 0345 " 1300627 227 (1300 MARCAR) OLOL, Co Cathedral HarrisPark, 9689 2899

With Your Support, We

Will Build Our New Parish

WE HAVE MADE HISTORY — CHURCH LOAN PROJECT UPDATE
Thank you to everyone who has assisted us with our Parish Loan Project to buy the Church.

The money received to pay the loan balance is:

1.Funds raised from St Raymond’s 1st Gala Dinner 2017: $532,390.00
2.Funds raised from Parish Loan Project:

(a) 77 Contracts from Parishioners $1,108,000.00
(b) Donations from the Project $260,500.00
3. Funds raised from St Raymond’s 2nd Gala Dinner 2018:$312,000.00
4. Funds raised from St Raymond’s 3rd Gala Dinner 2019: $160,000.00
5. Total Funds Received $2,357,890.00

6. AMOUNT REPAID FROM JUNE 2017 TO JANUARY 2020:
To the Bank $4,496.68 & 71 Contracts to Parishioners $1,003,000.00

7. LOAN REMAINING AS AT 12TH JANUARY 2020;
To the Bank $9,869.67 & to Parishioners $105,000.00

Bank of Sydney: St Raymond’s Parish BSB: 942206 A/C: 1109719

Taking the payment responsibility of:
Teaching Choir & PowerPoint Done - Thank you & God bless you
The Mobile Phone Bills Done -Thank you to Raymond & Georgette Daher
Caltex Fuel Card ($50 p/w) Done - Thank you & God bless you
E-Tag Done - Thank you & God bless you
Church Weekly Flowers Done -Thank you to Peter Bazouni
Second Parish Office Rent for Pastoral Work - ($480 per week)
. Large garbage bin ($35 per week) Done - Thank you & God bless you
8. Utilities (Gas, Electricity & Water) $75 per week
9. Parish Priest Accommodation ($125 per week) Done - Thank you & God bless you
10. Office Phone Bill+ Internet ($100 per week) Done - Thank you & God bless you
11. Technical Network Maintenance . Done - Thank you & God bless you
12. Photocopier ($100 per week)
13. Electricity Bills ($600 per month)
14. Diocesan Levy ($750 per week)
15. Cutting Grass ($160 per month) Done - Thank you & God bless you
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RAYMOND & TONY
GHALLOUB

L\ MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

~ 66-68 Railway Pde,
Granville NSW 2142

Website: www.sympathyfunerals.com.au

CARS

m It, DRIVE IT

187 Hume Highway Lansvale

Comner of Longfield St 2166

Tony Baissari |

WWW.CRYSTALCARS.COM.AU

DiabCorp

Sympathy [FEIGIR

John & Hayat Francis

Managing Directors

We provide White or Black Services - 24/7 ALL AREAS

EARTHWORX

WWW.Worxgroup.com.au
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Form Work, Steel Fixing, and Concreting

Tel: 02 9637 2611
Fax: 02 9637 2677 ;
Mobile: 0410 552030 ' /.. '
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Thank you all for
your support and
generosity.

May God Bless you
always.
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Jesus | Trust in You!

Address: ST RAYMOND & ST JOSEPH THE WORKER MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH, 37 — 39 Wellington Road Auburn South NSW 2144
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